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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-16 are pending in the instant application. Claims 17-25 were previously 
cancelled via Paper No. 1 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Bezos (U.S. Patent No. 6,029,141, in view of Pettersen (U.S. 

Patent No. 6,826,594). 

Referring to clainn 1 . Bezos discloses a method for enhancing the process of e- 
commerce, with the assistance of computer hardware and computer software 
comprising the steps of: 

• Receiving product information into a product information database of a computer 
system (Bezos: at least abstract); 

• Mapping said product information into product categories, in a product category 
database in said computer system (Bezos: at least claim 23 to claim 25); 

• Assigning said product information into a template, said template having an 
appearance and one or more features (Bezos: at least Fig. 6 and column 1 1 , 
lines 43-62); 
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• Populating said template with said product information (Bezos: at least Fig. 6 and 
column 11. lines 43-62); 

• Tracking activity on said broadcasted template, and recording said tracked 
activity in an activity database in said computer system (Bezos: at least column 
13, lines 10-280; 

• Communicating said activity to a client (Bezos: at least column 16, lines 11-19); 

• Refining an on-line marketplace selection criteria, wherein said refining further 
comprises analyzing product placement activity, sales transaction and e- 
commerce marketplace filters of one or more of said selected on-line 
marketplaces (Bezos: at least column 3, lines 26-41); and 

• Optimizing an e-commerce channel mix and product offerings by placing said 
product template in an appropriate time and one or more of said selection on-line 
marketplaces based on said product placement activity and said sales 
transactions (Bezos: at least column 3, lines 26-41). 

Bezos does not expressly disclose a method for enhancing the process of e- 
commerce, with the assistance of computer hardware and computer comprising the 
steps of: 

• Selecting a group of on-line marketplaces, dynamically adjusting said template 
appearance and features based on said selected group of online marketplaces; 

• Broadcasting said populated template to said group of on-line marketplaces; and 
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• Dynamically generating a custom product page based on said populated 
template and an identified on-line marketplace form said selected group of on- 
line marketplaces for each individual product from said product information 
database to be marketed on one or more of said on-line marketplaces. 

Pettersen disclose a method for enhancing the process of e-commerce, with the 
assistance of computer hardware and computer comprising the steps of: 

• Selecting a group of on-line marketplaces, dynamically adjusting a template 
appearance and features based on said selected group of online marketplaces; 

• Broadcasting said populated template to said group of on-line marketplaces 
(Pettersen: at least column 16, lines 15-44); and 

• Dynamically generating a custom product page (Pettersen: at least column 14, 
line 64 to column 13, line 15) based on said populated template and an identified 
on-line marketplace form said selected group of on-line marketplaces for each 
individual product from said product information database to be marketed on one 
or more of said on-line marketplaces (Pettersen: at least column 14, line 64 to 
column 13, line 15 and column 16, lines 15-44). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the method of Bezos to have included the 
teachings of Pettersen as discussed above in order to increase the effectiveness of 
advertising on the Internet (Pettersen: column 3, lines 57-67). 
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Referring to claim 2 . Bezos further discloses a method comprising receiving and 
storing client information (Bezos: at least Fig. 1 and Fig. 2). 

Referring to claim 3 . Bezos further discloses a method comprising sending e- 
mail communication to consumers (Bezos: at least column 1, lines 50-61). 

Referring to claim 4 . Bezos further discloses a process comprising sending report 
information to clients (Bezos: at least column 1, lines 50-61). 

Referring to claim 5 . Bezos further discloses a method wherein said receiving 
product information further comprises receiving description, price and quantity 
information (Bezos: at least Fig. 8). 

Referring to claim 6 . Bezos in view of Pettersen discloses a method according to 
claim 1 as indicated supra. Pettersen further discloses a method wherein said mapping 
product information provides a mapping between client products and multiple e- 
commerce marketplaces sites (Pettersen: at least column 14, line 64 to column 13, line 
15 and column 16, lines 15-44). 

Referring to claim 7 . Bezos in view of Pettersen discloses a method according to 
claim 1 as indicated supra. Pettersen further discloses a method wherein said 
assigning product information into a template further comprises dynamically modifying 
the content of said template based on the selected e-commerce marketplace site 
(Pettersen: at least column 6, line 65 to column 7, line 5). 

Referring to claim 8 . Bezos in view of Petterson discloses a method according to 
claim 1 as indicated supra. Pettersen further discloses a method wherein said 
broadcasting further comprises sending a client product populated template to an on- 
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line marketplace based on the results of prior e-commerce activity (Pettersen: at least 
column 6, line 65 to column 7, line 5). 

Referring to claim 9 . Bezos further discloses a method wherein said tracking 
activity further comprises collecting data on number of Web site hits, click-throughs, 
orders and e-mail communications (Bezos: at least column 13, lines 10-28). 

Referring to claim 10 . Bezos further discloses a method wherein said 
communicating activity to a client further comprises analyzing said tracked activity, 
producing a report and sending said report to a client (Bezos: at least Fig. 1, "Report 
Generation SW"). 

Referring to claim 11 . Bezos furtKer discloses a method wherein said refining an 
on-line marketplace selection criteria, further comprises analyzing said tracked activity, 
comparing said tracked activity with a clients objectives and modifying a marketplace 
filter function (Bezos: at least "APPENDIX B"). 

Referring to claim 12 . Bezos further discloses a method comprising collecting 
sales information from e-commerce buyers (Bezos: at least column 13, lines 10-28). 

Referring to claim 13 . Bezos further discloses a method wherein said collecting 
sales information from e-commerce buyers further comprises collecting credit card, 
product, price, address and quantity information (Bezos: at least Fig. 1). 

Referring to claim 14 . Bezos further discloses a method comprising sending e- 
mail to customers (Bezos: at least column 1, lines 50-61). 

Referring to claim 16 . Bezos further discloses a method wherein said product 
information further comprises information selected form the group consisting of 
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information concerning goods, information concerning services, information concerning 
financial information, and information concerning information sources (Bezos: at least 
column 8, line 49-58). 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bezos (U.S. Patent No. 6,029,141, in view of Pettersen (U.S. Patent No. 6,826,594), 
in further view of Official Notice. 

Referring to claim 15 . Bezos in view of Pettersen discloses a method according 
to claim 1 as indicated supra. Bezos in view of Pettersen does not expressly disclose a 
method wherein said mapping product information provides a mapping between client 
products and multiple e-commerce marketplace sites. Bezos does discloses a method 
wherein an individual or business entity can register as an associate, and can then set 
up a Web site to market customized subsets of their product in a particular area of 
expertise (Bezos: at least column 3, lines 8-25). Examiner takes Office Notice that these 
particular areas of expertise are functionally equivalent to multiple e-commerce 
marketplace sites. For example, it would have been obvious to have provided Bezos to 
have substituted particular areas of expertise with multiple e-commerce marketplace 
sites in order to efficiently market and sell goods in cooperation with Web sites or other 
network sites of respective business partners (Bezos: at least column 1, lines 50-60). 
Moreover, to have modified the method of Bezos to have included the multiple e- 
commerce marketplace site would have been obvious to the skilled artisan because the 
inclusion of such step would have been an obvious matter of design choice in light of 
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the method already discloses by Bezos. Such modification would not have otherwise 
affected the method Bezos and would have merely represented one of numerous steps 
that the skilled artisan would have found obvious for the purposes already disclosed by 
Bezos. Additionally, applicant has not persuasively demonstrated the criticality of 
providing this step versus the steps discloses by Bezos. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/1/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
moot in view of the new grounds for rejection. 

The Examiner notes, the applicant did not traverse the Examiner's assertion of 
official notice with respect to claim 15. The Official Notice statement that particular 
areas of expertise are functionally equivalent to multiple e-commerce marketplace sites 
is taken to be admitted prior art. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this comnriunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew S. Gart whose telephone number is 571-273- 
3955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571-272-7159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




MSG 

Patent Examiner 
December 7, 2005 



